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She says: “Meeting him completely changed me. He believed so much in sociall
care, coming from a culture where this was freely provided. He gave me the
impulse to go into teaching. | found that this was my passion, this was what |

wanted to do with my live, and | became a different person”.

She helped him setting up the first Green Island School for pre-school children -
2-5 - in Yan

K







But - the time was 2005 - and it was

not the right time for their believes.

The regime at that time was wholly

military, and the military did not like

‘ ideas that smelled of liberalism and
. free thinking. Khaing Zar and Jyotish
were detained at a police station and“
questioned. Khaing Zar's family, the|
staff from school as well as children's
parents were all interviewed, facts go
twisted, and they had to close the

ischool down.
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would support her
endeavour.







Her parents finally agreed, bu

‘under one condition: They wanted to||
'see their daughter getting married.
Khaing Zar accepted this wish, and
married Ko Aung Ko Thet, who'd
been chosen by her parents.

With the money from her parents,
she bought the land, and using he

own funds and her parents money,
~|she re-built Green Island School -
" |lagain a pre-school for children aged

2-5.
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In- Myanmar, primary and secondary eduction is free.|
. However, the state budget is low, the quality of the tec:ching-I
B loften poor, and the drop out rate is high, as children have|
ito help to support their families.
Green Island’s aim is to give children a safe, happy early
start in life, teaching them English, writing, yoga, music and
crafts, making sure they all receive healthy meals, and
providing them with a safe environment to play and laugh. }»
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&% = (Green Island School currently provides
pre-school education to over 50
children, all from the poor township of
Northokkalapa. Khaing Zar would love

/ / to provide free education to all children,
but she cannot do so.



gt
{) oot T u-ml
-







44444
o~

T, o

Mf-.‘-\- ~‘-

b ~ ‘ e .
'The children's parents are asked to pay tﬂ
7‘;\‘ 'equivalent of $15 / month._.ln addition

‘,\\thung Zar has to _hope ;ff volunteers to
\’ stay with" the school qnd teach English tol |
f?‘Hheﬂ\g ildren .and feachers as well as

ute ' -currently '¥—$25 [/ week volunteers or donahons
od for'the school: T — S -
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his is not enough No
all parents can afford the
'payment, and her school

is not known well enough é

yet to attract many“







only a few [ 4%
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children :-‘?7*‘4
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receive freel.
education.







She can only afford to
pay $70 / month fo
teachers and $40
month for cleaners,
meaning that she is
constantly in danger o
loosing her staff to bette
paid jobs. Also, some o
the paying parents
cannot afford the schooll .
fee every month, and she
does not have the heart
to send their children
home. Therefore, there
are quite a few months
where the budget does
not cover the school
expenses, and Khaing
Zar or her parents have
to fill the gap.
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One additional donation, one additional volunteer, or
someone who has the knowledge, expertise or network‘
to help her grow and make her school known to a
ider audience or help setting up merchandizing fo
the parents, will make a big difference in her life and

the lives of the children and their parents.
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Or you could become a volunteer. Space permitting, you'll live in
the house with her and her family, all of whom are lovely people|
~ “land will welcome you as part of the family, and where you'll have
your own bedroom.You can help to teach the children some words’
of English and share your culture and your experience with them.
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Please visit the school’s website
| greenislandschool.com ,
- for further informatioﬁ\defj,xpu want b SleS B
“’!: to donate a little bit of money. {\ ¥
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Please also feel free to
contact me through my
own website

ExploreDreamDiscover.de

if you want to know more,
would like to donate or
are in the happy position
to know someone who
could help or can provide

help yourself. As a
famous slogan goes:
Every Little Helps - and it
really does. Many thanks.




